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Our
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were left alone, wc three; no far
kin-w- , there wiih not a hoiiI loft

j Iiiilea of tu.
were, of course, Htill looking for

' t'lrn of our family from tireen
1'iit n Dm iniirniiik' ilipped
mil 11 o'clocK came, with no

of them, IVrdand I piMotirHelve
''l ' ilkuiK'. Wu were lyiiiff upon our
' ' ' s in tho hIiikIu of Mome cotton- -

mar a borne corral, when l'lor--

who wan Hill! on the lookout,
d to HH.

'I..'ri' comliifrS" nlte cried, run- -

t'lward iih and clapping her hamlH
l " can mcc the dust of their

w n down the alley. Splendid!
dni' We'll have a culebration nil

' -- 'Im'hI" Ah there are eight of
1 tho prospoct wiih not

i wo diulii'iirtenlnu'.
i "1 mil I apriing to our feet nnd
'died the corral fenco to look. What

i iw was a Hying trail of dtiHt rising
' we a point about a mile distant.

i
I nice, however, nhowed our more

I tn-c- eyes that the dust cloud wiih
' L'ether too great to bo kicked up

v n panof intilcH and a spring wagon.
I hat's not them," declared l'erd, In

"-- t. "It's a stampede of horsesor
' ' " A faint rour of trampling

f- soon boro to our cars tho proof
' is assertion. Tho dust, cloud In-- 1

' in volume, and the mutter of
1 ling hoofs jarred like a distant
luuiult of thuudor.

Our suspicions were quickly roused..
We craned our necks and watched in
silence. We had only a minute to wall
before a big bunch of horses, going at
a swift trot, broke cover of the point.
A fe seconds later, we dlscou'ied, on
the outskirts of the herd, which doubt-
less numbered many horseH of our
own, two pony ridcra turning the lead-
ers across the valley.

Wo did not have to guesH that these
men were "rustlefH," and that there
were more of them In the rear push-
ing tho horses forward. Kxcry move-
ment of herd and men proclaimed the
fact. A gang of our mountain free-
booters had taken advantage of the
stockmen's "ntmnpede" to J.nnder to
make another stampede, which should
be vastly to their own ndvnntnge.

Tho men were steering their cat eh
across lllack llocl: valley up to the
mouth of Two-owe-tc- e puss. Once
through that dllllcult gap, they would
hustle the herd into the fastnesses of
Owl Creek mountains, break It up Into
small bunches and get away with the
horacs at their leisure.

l'erd and I did not say thii to each
other we did not need to do so, We
slipped olT the fence presently, and
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looked nt csili other in a glim kind of
way.

"Well," Mid Ford, "we've got to bend
off that herd, stnuipmlu and scatter
Vim, aomehow."

"Muru thlng-l-" I tiMcutcd.
When Plorciicti understood the case,

she sol up a frantic wail. "Von shan't
go!" alio s linnet screamed. "Those
inch will shoot youduHil! Anyway, If
you do, I'll go along and be shot, too!"

"You w ill stay at home, Klorry," aald
Ferd, kindly, but in his masterful way.
"We'll take good euro of ourselves,
nrur fear."

Thereupon she ran to tho house,
crying. We could not stop to comfort
her. While Ferd went for our guns,
trapping and a snack to eat, I ran to
the creek jmeture, got out two of our
heat riding ponies and saddled them.
When 1 had finished Ford came out,
wearing hia hunting jacket and carry- -

off my jacket anil our guns.
The big aide poekcta of the coats

were stuffed to bulging, but my jacket
felt light enough, ami when I thrust
a hand Into one of tho jHeUets and
drew out a giant "cracker" of the big-

gest Ue. I fairly whooped with de-

light. There were a half doaeu In each
pocket, and each one iu a foot in
length. They would make enough
uoiaii to stampede a whole tribe of
Indiana, let nloin 100 or MO half-wil- d

horse.
Wo were off In a twinkling. We

knew of an old buffalo and cattle trail
a half-mil- e distant, leading up to the
head of Itlack Hook, and round the
slopes of several mountains Into the
north gap of Two-owo-to- This trail
we took.

"We'll plant ourselves in front of
that herd in the gap," said Ferd, "and
there we'll have our celebration. be-

lieve wo can 'counter stampede,' run
'em over that crowd and got away in
the dust and racket."

The very probabh event of a light
against odds, however, kept us feeling
pretty sober. We cluttered along the
cut-of- f nt a hard gallop, without ex-

changing many remains.
We rode on for more tlinn an hour,

(Hissing up out of lllack Itoek and oxer
a mouutnjn ridge. Then we heard a

clatter of hoofs at our heels, and
turned to face Florence. Her pony
was sweat ing, her face was Hushed
and beseeching, as she pulled up con-

fronting ua. As the trail was a plain
one. she had had no dilllculty in fol-

lowing.
"I can't stay behind!" she an-

nounced, breathlessly. "I should die
or fright. 1 don't believe those men
will light when they see a girl along."

So that was her reason for coining!
We looked at each other in dismay
and some disgust. Hut she was a girl
of 10, a enpablo horsewoman and of a
determined spirit. We could not com-

pel her to stay behind.
"Well," said Ferd, "when we get to

business you'll lum to stay where wo

put you, or we'll tie you tip!"
Then we "hit" the trail again, and

Florence followed. 1 looked back to
bcc Hint she was crying, although she
rodo bravely, and I was truly sorry for
her.

In the oouVso of three hours of hard
riding we came out of a sharp cut into
tho canyon of Two-owe-tc- e. A brief
examination convinced us that wo

should Jlml no better point nt which
to mako a break in the herd nnd turn
thorn back upon the rustlers. The gap
of Two-owe-tc- e was hero some --'00

yards in width, with inaccessible
tttoepH on either hand.

Wo rnther counted on n light, and
Ford planned for it like a general, lie
nen consented that Florence should
tako n part in cannonading tho herd,
wlisreat she nt onco became a calm
and superior person. Sho ngrced to
keep close lu to tho mouth of thu cut,

after c should get the herd going,
and In a certain length of time to take
her Might back over the trail by which
we liml come,

Kten when wc told her we should
flglit, pointing out from a height the
high banks of a dry run where wc
should make our stand when wc had
run the herd over the rustlers, she ap-

proved the plan.
"You can stand them oil easily I" she

declared. "Their bullets can't hit you
In there, nnd If they charge you can
stnmpede them with crackers."

We rather thought so ourselves. We
then ate a bit of dinner nnd rested,
listening meanwhile for the tramp of
the herd, it was nearly four o'clock
when we heard the rumble of their
hoofs nnd sighted their trail of dust
up the canyon.

We quickly took our places. Florence
stood just outside the mouth of the
cut, with scvcrnl giant crackers and
some matches in hand. She was a lit-

tle pale, but cool and collected, nnd
showed no sign of fear.

l'erd and I sat our ponies on either
side thr creek bed nnd waited, 1 must
admit, in a Mate of considerable ex-

citement. We had no fear for our
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scats, however, an our jinnies were
gun-broke- n to Hrlng from the anddle,
and would not shy even at cannon-shot- s.

They were, in fact, accustomed
to the crack of dynamite and black
powder, used in breaking rod' and
splitting logs near our houae.

The foremost horses of the herd
were aoou close at hand. Of course the
dust they raised completely hid us
from ew of the rustlers in their rear.

They were coming nt a free trot on
each side of the creek channel. We
wnlted until the lenders had halted,
snorting, in front of us. Then we light-
ed our crackers and Hung them eight
or ten-o- ne after the other. Florence
took her imrt in the cannonade, throw-
ing her crackers as far as she could
toward the horses.

For half a minute thccnuynii rosred
nnd reverberated with an astounding
racket. This thunder and smoke flung
the leading horses back upon their fel-

lows until nil were bunched like a ttock
of scared sheep.

Then we rode at them, each of tis
flinging a final cracker upon their
heels, and nil of us yelling like crnxy
llannocka at n frolic. In no time we
had them going just "hitting the
wind" in tho wildest kind of a "coun-ter-etainpede- ."

We followed, aware nt
11 rat of the active operations of
rustlers lu our front. The swerving
lines of horses told us plainly enough
where they were. The duat and con-
fusion prevented our seeing anything
more than linlf n dozen j nrds distant.

Ily great good luck, we came togeth-
er in crossing a curve of the creek-bed- .
We rode at the tall of the herd until
assured that the frightened horses
would run as long n they were able
that our stampede could not be coun-
tered for nn hour or more. We knew,
from the time which hnd clnpsed, thai
the rustlers, not fearing immediate
pursuit, had suved wind nnd speed for
a long chnse.

And now we turned back, determined
to take our stand in the month of the
cut nnd guard the pnss until the stock-
men should begin to come in from
Lander, It wns only through the gap
of Two-owe-te- e that the rustlers could
hope to run stock off our rnnge.

Dust hung hcnvlly in the gap, and In
order to (bulge the rustlers, if possible,
we rode buck down the creek channel',
which held only here and there pools
of wnter.

Hut luck turned against us just ns
we had reached a point nearly opposite
the mouth of the cut. While riding
across a Hat where the ditch was ex-

tremely shallow, wc sighted four
horsemen scouting cautiously, ev-
idently trying to discover the cause of
the tremendous neket which had
turned the stock. They might easily
have thought that miners were at work
blasting rock somewhere neardoubtl-
ess they had come to some such con-

clusion.
Hut they saw us before we could get

to cover. They were between us nnd
the mouth of the cut, nnd they wheeled
In an ugly fashion, holding their
Winchesters at a "ready." We slipped
out of our saddles and got behind our
ponies.

The fellows were suspicious of a
larger force close at hnnd, or they
would doubtless hnvc charged us at
once. They looked about rnther
anxiously, scanning the creek banks
above and below.

As the dust had cleared somewhat,
we could see their faces quite plainly.
They were not more thnn SO or CO yards
away. Three of them were dressed as
cowboys and looked like ordinary line
riders. The fourth, and apparently
the leader, wore a blue woolen shirt
and a stiff hat. He had a drooping
black mustache nnd long hair.

Presently the four got in line and
begun molug slowly toward us. They

H

5M
evidently wanted to make sure of ua
nt the first lire.

"Halt where you are or feomebody'll
get hurtl" shouted Ferd. Therustlera
glanced nt each other. Two of them
grinned wickedly. Theyoamc on with-
out pausing.

Scared as I wns, I was far more
frightened in behalf of those reckless
men thnn on my own account. If they
could have known how quick and cer-
tain Ferd is with a rifle, they certainly
would have kept their distance. I knew
one of them must fall at my brothct's
first fire, and if they charged In sad-
dle I did not doubt he would kill them
all before they could reach us he Is
Just us quick ns-- that on the trigger,
and he works his lever as a boy flips
a mnrble. His rifle was already lereled,
covering the leader.

"Halt, there, I teU youl" he called
ngnln, nnd In a tone that would have
stopped any but the most desperate of
men. The men lingered their Winches-
ters. They were about to begin tho
fight. Then in a breath and out of the
dust that still hanked along the steeps
Florence caine galloping nt them.

The fellow s turned their heads quick-
ly at hearing the patter of her pony's
hoofs, nnd the lender wheeled his borne
sharply about. The lutter lowered tho
riilo he had hnlf-prcsente- d when he
saw u girl confronting him. It waa
well enough for him that he did so.

Florence coolly pulled up in front
nnd a little to one side of this aston-
ished rustler,

"Those are my brothers down
there," we heard her saying in n clear
voice. "J am going to help them drive
the horses. I guess my stirnqi-stra- p

is breaking loose." And 6hc stooped
over on the side opposite the man, as
if to attt nd to her footing.

Then, before the leader or his men
could recover from theirsurprise.Flor-enc- c

straightened up and flung a hurl-
ing cracker at Iris pony's head.

At 15 feet she ought not to hnvo
missed, but the pony dodged at the
motion of her arm, and her big yel-
low crniker struck tho rider some-
where about hia belt and exploded.
The innii was knocked or thrown out
of his saddle, sprawling like a strick
en frog. 'I he pony sprang away, reel-
ing from the concussion.

One of the mounted men yelled:
"Dynamite!" and all three put spurs
to their dancing ponies, and were out
of range and out of sight in no
time.

Ferd and I now advanced, with our
guns covering the fallen rustler, who
had raised himself to a slttingposturo
nnd seemed to be groping for his Win-
chester. He was blind nnd dlzry ns
yet from the shock he had received.

Florence had dismounted and so-cur- ed

his gun.
"I'm dreadfully sorry I hurt you,

sir," we heard her saying, ruefully. "I
only meant to stampede your horses
and keep you from shooting lit my
brothers."

She hnd Indeed done execution. Tho
man's shirt front was blown away, his
breast and face were blackened with
powder, his mustnehc nnd eyebrows
were singed off, nnd his eyes were red
nnd bleary, and rolled like those of a
drunken man.

He was still light-heade- d when Ferd
nnd I came tip. Wc got him to his
feet nnd walked him around a bit.
Florence ran to a pool and brought
water in my wool lint. He drank
eagerly.

When he hnd fully recovered his
senses, we knew that he was not se-

riously injured. He snt down upon
the ground presently, and although
the pain of his burns must have been
acute, he grinned nt us in a kind of
grim humor.

"Well." he asked, "goln' to shoot
me up?"

I hnd already caught his horse.
"net into your saddle nnd tret out

of these parts," said Ferd. "Try to
mnke an honest living in future, nnd
no one will hurt you."

The mnn, with a grimace of humil-
iation, mounted his anlinal nnd rode
away. Wo were glad enough to see
the last of him.

Wc overtook the main herd of stnm-pede- d

horses near the summit of the
pnss. That night we slept upon beds
oi spruce boughs. Wc reached home
about eight o'clock in the morning,
nnd found the rest of the family
awaiting us. They thought we must
hnvc gone to Lander.

When the stockmen came back from
Lander they were in a great state of
indignation. There hnd been no cele-

bration, and tln had ridden a hun-

dred miles and Inek for nothing. It
soon turned out flint the rustlers
themselves hnd caused the fnlse re-

port to be circulated.
I must say that Florence is now a

person of considerable reputation in
these parts.--Yout- h's Companion.
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HEAT RECORD BROKEN.

Many l'rititratlnna In C'hlrago anil New
York Hevorn on Children ut I'lttiburg.
Wabhinoton, Juno 30. Reports to

tho weather bureau front points
throughout tho hot wavo show re-

markably high temperatures generally
with little or no rainfall, nnd but poor
prospects for any substantial relief In
tho noxt forty-eigh- t hours in tho east-
ern part of tho country. In tho South
Atlantic and Middle and East Gulf
Statofl thero woro local ruins and
thunderstorms today and In tho ox-tro-

northwest cooler weather camo
from local showers.

High temperature continued today In
all districts east of tho Hocky Moun-

tains. At Now Y'ork, tho maximum 98

degrees broke tho record thero for
Juno nnd at Philadelphia, tho maxi-
mum 98 equnlled tho highest tempera-
ture previously recorded thero.

Some of the high temperatures re-

ported nt the bureau were the follow-
ing: Atlnntic City, 04; Boston, 92;
Chicago, 97; Cincinnati, 9G; Dnven-por- t,

Iown, 98; Denver, 94; Des Molnca,
9C; Indianapolis, 91; Jacksonville, 91;
Kansas City, 98; Little Hock, 90; Mnr-quott- e,

Mich., 96; MomphlB, Tonn., 90;
Now Orleans, 91; North Platte, 92;
Omnhn, 98; Plttdburg, 91; St. Paul, 90;
Springfield, 111., 98; Vickshurg, 90;
Washington. D. C, 98; St. Louis, 100.
Washington was intensely hot today.

Clillilri-- Surfer nt IMttnliurc.
PiTT.siifiio, Juno 30. Botween mid-

night Saturday and midnight Sunday,
oloven deaths and fifteen prostrations
directly tracoahlo to tho heat, wero
recorded. In addition to this many
children have succumbed, us is evi-

denced by tho burial permits Issued.
In the past eighteen hours flfty-nin-o

pormlts havo been issued, three-fourth- s

of which wero for children
under 4 yonrs of ago. The normal
death rate Is 16.

Chlruco ICrcorili llroken.
Chicago, June 30. Tho heat In Chi-

cago today breaks nil records for
Juno since 1872. For three hours tho
government thermometer in tho
weather bureau, nt tho top of the Audi-

torium tower, registered 97. In many
places in the Btrcct It was 101 and 106.
A northwest breeze brought Bomo ro-ll-

after nightfall, but at 11 o'clock
tho mercury was again soaring nround
90. Thero was Intense Buffering
throughout tho city, especially In tho
poorer districts, nnd tho pollco ambu-
lances wero kept busy picking up vic-
tims who hnd succumbed to tho heat.
No fatalities wero reported, but several
of those who wero prostrated are in a
serious condition. Forecaster Cox
says it will bo hotter tomorrow.

Nineteen Death at Ser York.
New Yohk, Juno 30. Tho relief from

tho killing heat of tho last week which
who promised today in tho way of
thunderstorms did not materialize. In-

stead the temperature increased, there
was less breeze than tho day before
and tho little air that did stir was sur-

charged with heat. Thero was scarce-
ly a cloud nil day to shield tho city
from tho sun.

There was an increase in tho fatali-
ties reported over yesterday though
the number of prostrations was not
largo. Up to midnight tonight 19
deaths had been recorded and 20 pros-
trations. Tho dead of yesterday num
bored 11. Today's mnximum was 9S.

VOLUNTEER ARMY IS NO MORE

Luit of tlio IteKlmenU Mmtereil Out MaJ.-(Iv- n,

Shafter Hetlrml.
San Fiancisco June 30. Two im-

portant military events occurred at tho
Presidio todny, the retirement of Maj.
Gen. W. It. Shafter nnd tho mustering
out of four volunteer regiments. Gen.
Shafter went on tho retired list at
noon, when he formally transferred the
command of tho department of Cali-

fornia to Gen. S. B. M. Young. In tho
afternoon tho Forty-fourth- , Forty-ninth- ,

Forty-eighth- , and Thirty-eight- h

volunteer regiments wero mustered
out. Tho mustering out of tho four
regiments required the services of eight
paymasters. Over ono million dollars!
was disbursed. Tho money wns taken
from tho subtrensury to tho Presidio
In eight wagons, each under tho charge
of n paymaster and his clerk. Forty-liv- e

artillerymen, mounted and nrmed,
escorted tho treasurer and pay corps
to tho res vatlon. In order to protect
tho soldiers on tho grounds from
graft with their swindling devices
ono hundred men of Troop E. Fifteenth
cavalry, wero stationed around the
reservation. Two of tho regiments
raustored out, tho Thirty-eight- and
Forty-ninth- , wero colored nnd tho men
had between thrco nnd four months'
pay duo them. As soon as tho volun-
teers had been mustered out thoy
rushed to tho railroad ticket offices for
transportation to their Eastern homes.
Both tho Santa Fo and Southorn Paci-
fic ticket offices put on extra forces of
clerks. Tho ticket offices wero crowd-o- d

until lato in tho night with soldiers
buying tickets. Nearly 4,000 tickets
wero issued.

Thero yot remain threo volunteer
roglmcntB to bo discharged, the Forty-third- ,

Forty-sovcnt- h nnd Forty-first- .

Thoy will bo paid off tomorrow. The
volunteer army will then have passed
into history

Shake-U- p In Neiilxmnl Shop.
CiiAiii-OTTK- , N. C, Juno 30. A special

from Abbeville, S. C, says: By order of
General Manager Barr, about forty
workmen at the Seaboard shops here
wero discharged yesterday. Tho office
of Master Mechanic Evans was nbol-isho-

Tho men discharged woro
carpenters, tinners, blacksmiths, wip-

ers, otc. Threo boiler makers joined
tho strikers. Tho thirteen non-unio- n

men brought horo by tho company
Bomo time ngo have left. Ernest Stump
who wns ntona tlmo master median W

hero, will bo general master mechanic.

PHILIPPINE COMMERCE.

Import From thn t'nlteil Htnte Hliotr an
Inrreuin of All 1'er Cent.

Washington, Juno 30. The value of.

merchandise, gold nnd silver, Imported
Into tho Philippine Islands during 1900
was $27,765,100, tho greatest importa-
tion in tho history of tho nrchlpclngo.
In 1899 tho Importations amounted to
120,440,074, thus showing nn Increnso
of nearly 36 per cent. Tho British
consul nt Manila estimates that the Im-

ports into tho Philippine Islands for
1895 wero $7,916,600; for 1896, $9,292,-50-0

and for 1897, $9,120 000.
During tho five years 1887-189- tho

avorngo annual value of Imports from
tho United States amounted to $120,-66- 2;

during tb five years 1892-189- 0

tho average annual imports
amounted to $136,228; in 1899 the im-
ports wero $1,357,83-- 1 nnd in 1900

Tho total Imports from Chinn and
Hongkong for 1900 umounted to

and for 1899, $9,081,635. It
has been shown as regards the statistics
of Imports Into tho Islands from tho
United States that they do not include
a lnrgo amount of merchandise that
Is Imported Indirectly, including such
staples ns wheat, flour, meat products,
cotton manufactures and many other
nrtlclos. A large proportion of this
trado Is recorded as imports from
Hongkong, which are undoubtedly

from that port to the islands.
The Imports from the United States

direct for 1900 show an increase of
$801,344 over those of 1899, while tho
lmportB from Hongkong In 1900 show
a material decrease from tho estimated
figures of 1899.

This would Indicate that as tho ship-
ping facilities In Manila harbor aro
being improved direct shipments to
Manila aro increasing.

The Imports Into tho Philippines
from the United States direct In 1900
Bhow nn Increase over 1899 of 59 per
cent; from the United Kingdom 72
per cent; from Germany 77 per cent;
from Franco 235 per cent.

Tho imports from Spain in 1900
show a decrease from those 1899 of 26
per cent.

The total value of merchandise, gold
and silver, exported from tho Philip-
pines during the calander year 1900
amounted to $26,731462, against $19,-273,2- 88

for 1899 and an average from.
1880 to 1894 of $20,526,961.

Tho exports to tho United States ed

from $4,04,255 in 1899 to
in 1900.

TIEN TSIN CROWDED.

Officers of All Nation Upturning to Their
Homes,

Tien Tsin, June 30. Tho city of
Tien Tsin Is now moro crowded than
ever. Officers of all nations are hero
en route for their homes.

Apartments have been prepared at
tho University of Tien Tslnfor Prlnco
Chung and his suite of forty, who will
remain thero for threo days beforo
leaving for Germany to make formal
apologies for the murder of Baron
Von Kotteler.

Mr. Denby, who when tho foreign
troops arrived, was appointed by tho
China Merchant Company to protect
their property, says tho company in
their claim against tho United States
government do not use tho word "lost"
against the marines, but merely hold
them responsible. The greater part of
tho company's property consisted of
rice, which was afterwardB distributed
under orders from tho British and
American generals to assist those in
need. Mr. Denby thinks the com-

pany's claim should havo been added
to tho indemnity as legitimate ex-

pense. Other Tien Tsin merchants say
tho company never had 300,000 taols
worth of property here.

RUsilAN ATTITUDE.

Secretary Gnge's Meniuro Ileilgned nit a
Heprliul, It It Contended.

PETEiisuuna, Juno 30. Confirming
statements already telegraphed to tho
Associated Press, tho Journal of Com-

merce and Industry, representing tho
Russian ministry of finance, explains
Russia's attitude toward tho American
duty against British parafflno manu-
factured from Russian naphtha. Tha
article declares that Secretary Gage's
measuro was "manifestly designed as
a 'reprisal,'" adding that this suppo-
sition is strengthened by tho fact that
article 626 had never previously been
so construed. It asserts also that Mr.
Gago did not mention Roumnnlan
naphtha, which is imported into Great
Britain.

Tho contention, therefore, is thnt
Russia's action in raising the duties on
bicycles und resin is justifiable.

Tito Olatrlct for Kentucky.
Loi'isviu.K, Ky., Juno 30. Tomor-

row Kentucky will bo divided Into two
Federal judicial districts In accord-
ance with tho law passed by tho last
congress. Judge Walter Evans of
Louisville will preside In tho Western
district and court will bo held at
Louisville, Owensboro, Paducah nnd
Bowling Green.

Judge A. M. J. Cochran of Maysvillo
will bo tho judgo of tho Eastern dis-
trict. Court will bo held at Coving-
ton, Frankfort, London nnd Richmond.

I'HHilliK of Iteiriiuo Ntttmpft.

Washington, Juno 30. Beginning
today no war revenue stamps will bo
required on bank checks, drafts and
telegraph messages, and business men
In banks throughout the country will
Hnd themselves with more on hand
than they anticipated. There is no
doubt that a great deal of money will
bo lost throughout tho United States
on nccount of these Btamps, not much
Individually, to bo sure, but In tho
iggregato a very considerable sum. It
It estimated that $2,500,000 will ho tho
amount lost throughout tho Unltod,
States.
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